
SUBMISSION NUMBER: 1  SUBMISSION NAME: UPPER 
TWEED COMMUNITY COINCIL 

Dear Sirs, 

  

I should like to draw your attention to the need for the Bill to require local authorities 
to give local organisations which are backed by their Community Council an 
opportunity to exchange views face to face with the relevant committee members 
before decisions are made. 

Earlier this year the Scottish Borders Council (SBC) was faced with the necessity of 
making repairs to the historic Carlowse Bridge, Tweedsmuir, which has been 
damaged by timber traffic. The Tweedsmuir Bridge Action Group and the Upper 
Tweed Community Council favoured a particular option, which would have installed 
an alternative bridge for timber traffic, leaving the historic bridge needing less 
extensive repairs and providing a much safer access on to the main road for timber 
lorries. Delegates from the two organisations offered to meet the SBC's councillors 
before the meeting where they took the decision, but this was refused. The 
councillors making the decision also declined to visit the site, even though a site visit 
had been recommended by another council committee. The decision was then made 
to adopt a different option from the one favoured by the local community. It has 
subsequently transpired that the option adopted will cost the SBC much more than 
they estimated at the time the decision was made, but they have decided to proceed 
regardless. 

Whether or not the decision made was the best one - and there are increasing 
doubts about it - the process followed by the SBC has left the local community with a 
strong feeling that the very significant amount of work which they did on their 
preferred option was undervalued and not properly understood. A face to face 
meeting would have cleared up any misunderstandings, on either side. As it is, the 
local community believes that it is not worth working hard to help the SBC to reach 
the best decisions on any important matter in future, unless the decision processes 
are changed. 

  

Yours faithfully, 

C.G. Lewin 

Chairman, Upper Tweed Community Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


